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Today And Tomorrow 

By Walter Iippmann 


Agreement And Disclosure 

- IF, AS tba earlier reports in- dinary disclosure, I submit, Is 
/I Wa , the expected Communist that the President thinks he can 
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offensiv e has now begun, it is hold General MacArthur re- 
reassuring to find that General sponsible far our being surprised 
MacArthur’s view by the Chinese intervention in 
of the outcome Korea. 

is in agreement Mr. Leviero’s story says 
with that of the "President Truman, as the 10- 
Pentagon. They conferees sat in the aviation hut, 
are agreed in asked General MacArthur about 
tMwHng that the the possibilities of Chinese or 
offensive can be Russian Intervention. General 
nnn+pinpd in the MacArthur said he saw little 
central region of chance of this." The serious sa- 
lt o r e a. “We pact of this is not that General 
could i n* in MacArthur was mistaken id his 
Korea” said judgment about the intentions 
General MacAr- of two foreign powers. The serl- 
thur only last °us thing is that the President 
Iress to Congress, relied on the judgment of the 


thnr on ]y last ous thing is that the president 

week in his address to Congress, relied on the judgment of the 
*by constant maneuver and at gen«al i^ matttt wldch be, 

an approximate area where our longs "T 

supp^ Une advantages were in sponsibillty of the Department 

^ap^M^f^e^nemy 1116 "*** K was Secretary Acheson who 
Sf is a^eement also.’ we ?as responsible for advising the 
V- with Mb view that President ss to the intentions of 

5* y Z ™n- China. It was Secretary Acheson 

topu^ ihe offe^ cm be po^ who ^ wj th aU 

tamed wcm hope at bqstftm ^ and with all the 

only an Indecisive canipaign . j n f ornia y on services of this and 

its horrible andcoi^ant attrition ^ oth ™ governments ^ had 

V *55? Jn&L S y any k<* 8S to Peiping and to Mos- 
utUised his full mihtary poten- cow _ At Wake Igland tte p^gj. 


utilised his full" military poten- 
tial." 
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dent should not have been the 
one who asked General Mac- 


- THE disagreement begins only Arthur to decide whether China 
after the general and the Penta- would lntervgne. He should have 
gon have agreed that while we been the one who told General 
can defeat the offensive, we can- MacArthur what his and his 
not by limited war obtain a mill- Secretary of State's judgment 
tary victory. The Pentagon, as was on this critical point 
. General Bradley has made dear, cm 

prefers a military stalemate to GENERAL MacArthur’s com- 
the. risks of seeking victory hy m ent on the matter la very in- 
removing the limitations on the teresting Indeed. It was in the 
war. General MacArthur prefers statement given out for him by 
.the risks of an unlimited war his military secretary. General 
to an indecisive campaign of at-' ’Whitney, on Saturday: “The ques- 
tritlon. tion was basically a political one, 

. The disagreement is not, there- involving decisions made in 
fore,, about the -battle which is. Peiping and quite beyond the 
now being fought Assuming, of reach o{ General MacArthur’s 
course, that the Soviet govern- field intelligence ... as far as 
ment does not intervene directly I know neither the State Depart- 
dr indirectly in far greater force ment nor higher intelligence 
ilia* it' has thus, far, all are' agencies of the Government had 
agreed in believing that the pres- the slightest evidence to warn 
ent battle will be a defensive of such a. decision. . Certainly no 

S ammb but that It can be no such warnings were given to Mao- 
ore than that The generals Arthur. To the contrary, all ap- 
could all be mlntairen bpt, if peered to discount the possibil 
they are miatairPTi, all the geii- tty of such intervention at that 


erals will be mistaken together. 
There is no dispute among them 


stage.” 

If this charge can be sustained 


about the present battle. All of in the coming investigation, it 
♦htm in a position of command, will throw much light on the 
-the' Joint Chiefs, General Mac- crack-up. For it will show how 
Arthur, General Bidgway and the President and his Secretary 
General Van Fleet, are publicly of State encouraged, indeed in- 
on record that our main position vited, General MacArthur to as- 
?in .central Korea can be held and responsibilities which, 

the offensive stopped, and that t^c^h not his responsibilities 
this can be done— unless the ^ r responsibilities, they 
'•enemy is heavily reinforced hy were failing to meet 
the Soviets— without taking the om 

•controversial measures' which ^ invegtigation wiU 
would expand the war beyond e le s r that if at Wake Is- 

. 'Korea. Und in October the question of 

**■* Chinese intervention was “ha- 

THE STORY by Mr. Anthony sically a political one and quite 
t Leviero of the New York Times beyond the reach of General Mac- 
about what happened at the Wake Arthur’s field intelligence,” then 
Island conference on October 15 today the question of Soviet in- 
> an . extraordinary disclosure — terventlon and whether the gen- 
all the more extraordinary be- eral’s recommendations to Con- 
cause of what it reveals about gress would bring on World War 
the attitude of the President, 111 is also “basically a iyHHe«i 
who must have approved giving one and quite beyond the reach 
Mr. Levlero access to the highly of General MacArthur’s field In- 
classified documents. Its extraor- teiligence.” 


